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MANY OPTIONS

City might drop eminent domain
expansion
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National City plan will be discussed at meeting Tuesday

By Tanya Sierra
UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

December 10, 2005

NATIONAL CITY — After spending nearly two years trying to persuade
the public to support expanding the city's eminent domain boundaries,
city officials will consider dropping the proposal altogether next week.

On Tuesday the City Council, acting as the Community Development
Commission, will discuss whether to abandon the plan because it is
"totally unnecessary and way ahead of its time," Councilman Ron
Morrison said.
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The proposal was
Mayor Nick
Inzunza's idea,
Morrison said.
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"This whole thing was the mayor's proposal,” he said. "The problem
was then he had to excuse himself from the process because he owns
property in the area and the rest of us were stuck with it."
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Archives Inzunza did not return a call seeking comment on the issue. He had
E-mail Newsletters i H P P P SAN DIEGO, CA
said last month that he would be on a family vacation in Big Bear from CARMEL VALLEY PET
Wireless | RSS Dec. 1 through Dec. 21, but in the past week he has been at several CLINIC
Noticias en Enlace social engagements, meetings and personal appointments in National Driver Picku
Internet Access City and Tijuana. WQM
SAN DIEGO, CA
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"1 have never voted for eminent domain," he said during a recent B DN &
interview. "I'm in favor of private property rights." MELMET
Inzunza, Councilman Frank Parra and Councilwoman Rosalie Zarate Janitorial Tri-City
have all had to recuse themselves from discussing or voting on the POWAY, CA
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eminent domain expansion because they all own property in the CENTER

redevelopment area.
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With only two remaining council members able to participate in the confidential

vote, the three abstaining members drew straws to decide who would
re-enter the debate. Zarate was chosen. CONSTRUCTION
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Eminent domain is a process by which the government forces private LABOR CONNECTION,

property owners to sell their land for redevelopment. INC-

Property must be considered blighted in order for the city to seize it More Jobs

through eminent domain. In simple terms, law defines blight as

property that is not economically viable and includes deteriorating

physical conditions.

In the past, National City used eminent domain to clear out bars and

the accompanying crime for an education center on National City

Boulevard.

Councilman Luis Natividad, who was at a funeral yesterday, said he Guides

was not aware the eminent domain issue is on Tuesday's agenda but

joked that the idea to possibly rescind the proposal comes at a critical Vegas Spas/Salon

time. Travel Weddings
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"It's election year," he said. Baja Catering
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Morrison said the public has good reason to object to expanding the Golf SD North

eminent domain territory, which currently consists of National City Gaslamp

Boulevard and the Harbor District. The expanded territory would add ———

East Plaza Boulevard, Highland Avenue and other business corridors.
"It was too blanket and it scared a lot of people,” Morrison said.

The meeting is set for 6 p.m. Tuesday at City Hall, 1243 National City
Bivd.

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/metro/20051210-9999-6m10ncdomain.... 12/17/2005



SignOnSanDiego.com > News > Metro -- City might drop eminent domain expa... Page 3 of 3

B Tanya Sierra: (619) 498-6631; tanya.sierra@uniontrib.com

Sponsored Links

1¢/min. U.S. 2¢/min World
Save on calls around the world. Same Low Rates 24/7
pennytalk.com

Cheap Hotel Rates!
Find the Lowest Hotel Rate with BookingBuddy.com. Search All the Major Travel Sites and...
BookingBuddy.com

Travel Savings and Discounts
Save on Travel! Subscribe to TripMania’'s weekly Top Travel Deals newsletter and get the best...
TripMania.com

Contact SignOnSanDiego.com | Online Media Kit | Print Media Kit | Frequently Asked Questions | Make us your homepage
Contact the Union-Tribune | About the Union-Tribune | Site Index | Privacy Policy | Your California Privacy Rights
© Copyright 2005 Union-Tribune Publishing Co. « A Copley Newspaper Site

ef{

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/metro/20051210-9999-6m10ncdomain.... 12/17/2005



